336     Fiery Eruption on Julian's attempt

lightning followed; fire fell, says Socrates; and the
workmen's tools, the spades, the axes, and the saws,
were melted down. Then came an earthquake, which
threw up the stones of the old foundations of the.
Temple, says Socrates; filled up the excavation, says
Theodoret, which had been made for the new foun-
dations ; and, as Rufinus adds, threw down the build-
ings in the neighbourhood, and especially the public
porticoes, in which were numbers of the Jews who
had been aiding the undertaking, and who were buried
in the ruins. The workmen returned to their work;
but from the recesses laid open by the earthquake,
balls of fire burst out, says Ammianus ; and that
again and again, so often as they renewed the
attempt. The fiery mass, says Rufinus, ranged up and
down the street for, hours; and St Gregory, that
when some fled to a neighbouring Church for safety,
the fire met them at the door, and forced them back

with the loss either of life or of their extremities.   At
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length the commotion  ceased; a calm  succeeded j

* and, as St Gregory adds,, in the sky appeared a lu-
minous Cross surrounded by a circle.. Nay, upon the
garments and upon the bodies of the persons present
Crosses were impressed, says St. Gregory; which
were luminous by night, says Rufinus; and at other

. times of a dark colour, says Theodoret; and would
not wash out, adds Socrates. In consequence, the
attempt was abandoned